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Key moments for climate security in 2022

Globally, 2021 saw unprecedented advancement in the analysis of climate security 
risks—those issues where human security, geopolitics, and climate change 
intersect and overlap. In 2022, the balance of climate security engagement 
is expected to shift from analysis into action as climate change 
continues to shape geopolitical engagement of all kinds, particularly 
in the face of the invasion of Ukraine. The further institutionalization 
of climate change considerations into conflict prevention, 
peacekeeping, and development has already begun in a variety of 
arenas—from the UN to NATO to individual governments. 

In the spring, the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
released more reports from its Sixth Assessment cycle. The Working 
Group II report on impacts, adaptation, and vulnerability was 
released in late February, and the Working Group III report on 
mitigation will be released April 4. While the Working Group I report 
released in August 2021 focused on the scientific explanations of the 
changes we expect to see in the future due to climate, the reports from Working 
Groups II and III highlight the intersection of climate with society, providing a rich 
overview of the security risks and possible solutions. The final synthesis report of 
the IPCC’s sixth cycle will be released in September.

The abundant analysis conducted to date should inform and shape a long list of 
events designed to drive action this year. For instance, climate change will be a key 
part of discussions during the International Migration Review Forum in May. The 
World Bank’s Groundswell Part II report, released in 2021, noted that many of the 
approximate 216 million migrants expected by 2050 (under extreme warming) will 
move within six regions and be overwhelmingly driven by climate change impacts 
such as drought, desertification, and flooding. Because three times as many people 
were displaced by disasters rather than conflict and violence in 2020, interest in, 
and discussion around climate-related migration will continue to increase. This will 
remain true even as more than four million refugees are expected to flee Ukraine.

From April 25 to May 8, the second half of the delayed Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (COP15) will take place in Kunming, China. The priority for the 
session is to finalize and adopt the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. The 
framework sets out broad, ambitious goals to transform societies’ relationship with 
biodiversity and ensure concrete change to preserve biodiversity by 2050. 

The Climate Conference of the Parties (COP27) will take place in Sharm 
el-Sheikh, Egypt from November 7-18. The negotiations and conversations 
will be a prime opportunity to feature climate and environmental 
security—especially since the African continent is where many of the 
most potent, near-term climate risks are already playing out. The lack of 
a robust representation of loss and damage—provision of funding to address the 
impacts of climate change in particularly vulnerable developing countries—in the 
final COP26 agreement, despite much discussion, suggests the topic will be high 
on the agenda at COP27. This is particularly likely given that funding for loss and 
damage recovery is key for many African countries. 
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April 13-14 
Our Ocean Conference | Koror, Palau

April 25-May 8 
COP15 Biodiversity Summit | Kunming, China

IPCC Working Group II report on 
impacts, adaptation, and vulnerability

June 2-3 
Stockholm+50 | Stockholm, Sweden

June 27-July 1 
UN Ocean Conference | Lisbon, Portugal

June 29-30 
NATO Summit | Madrid, Spain

March 21-25  
IPCC Working Group III Sessions & 
Report Finalization (Mitigation)

September 26-30 
IPCC Synthesis Report Launch

November 7-18 
COP 27 | Sharm el-Sheikh | South Sinai, Egypt

May 2-6 
XV World Forestry Congress 2022 | 
Seoul, Republic of Korea

May 10-13 
International Migration Review 
Forum 2022 |  
United Nations  
Network on Migration

May 9-20 
15th UN Conference  
on Desertification | Abidjan, Côte 
d’Ivoire

May 23-25 
Stockholm Forum  
on Peace and Development 2022 | 
Stockholm, Sweden
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